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EAST ANSTEY PARISH COUNCIL
DRAFT MINUTES

These minutes might be subject to slight alteration
The Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday
8th February 2017 at Allways End Methodist Hall at 7.30pm
Present: Cllr’s Mrs H Warne (Chair), R Gibson, C Gillett and Miss R Warne. 

In attendance: County Cllr J Yabsley, District Cllr E Ley, eighteen members of the public and the Clerk, Mrs J Larcombe.
127/02/17. To receive apologies. Apologies were accepted from Cllr’s I Vigus, D Barber, 
                  J Griffon and R Milton.
128/02/17. Disclosure of interests in items on the agenda. There were no disclosures.
129/02/17. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on the 7th December 2016 as a 
                  true record of the meeting. The minutes were agreed as a true record of the 
                  meeting and they were signed by Cllr Mrs Warne, Chairman of the meeting.
130/02/17. Matters arising from the minutes, not covered on the agenda. There were 
                  no matters arising.
Cllr Gillett and Cllr Yabsley joined the meeting during the following item.
131/02/17. Public Question Time. A number of residents from Blackerton expressed their 

                  concerns about planning application 62510. These included:
· Was there a need for two more affordable homes on the site, who would own the affordable housing and would they be for local people;

· Would the sewage treatment plant have sufficient capacity for the proposals in the application taking into account the seating capacity of the community hall and the permissions already granted;

· Lack of information with the application;

· Concern about the fragility of the community if there is too much growth;
· Insufficient parking spaces for users of the community hall

· Upkeep of the shared private drive

                   The applicant said her plans decreased the number of toilets in the property in 

                   her ownership. She has discussed her plans for affordable housing with Colin 

                   Savage, Rural Housing Officer, and has his support.

                   A member of the public expressed support for the application and reminded 

                   the Parish Council it had supported the applicant’s plans for the community 

                   hall in the past when the applicant had carried out a consultation. The Parish 

                   Council had also supported an application for funding for seating and facilities 

                   for the hall.
                   Various allegations were made by some Blackerton residents, a member of 
                   the public and the applicant.
                   There was concern that the nine units of affordable housing that already 

                   had planning consent had not been built and the Parish Council was asked 

                   what was happening . NDC are in talks with the developer.

                   It was suggested that there should be negotiation to try and find a resolution 

                  between the Blackerton residents and the applicant.
                  A question was raised about the traffic that would be generated by the 

                  commercial use associated with planning application 62153. The applicant 

                  explained her plans to run a small catering business from the site.

                  A member of the Community Centre Committee suggested the Methodist 

                  Church had made a decision about the future of Allways End Methodist Hall 

                  and said there was a possibility of land for car parking.

132/02/17. Planning
       a) To make a recommendation on any planning applications received by  

                  the council before the meeting.
                   62153 Conversion of building to form 2 dwellings and a workshop. The 
                  Classrooms, Blackerton Cross, East Anstey. Applicant: Miss L Moore.
                  It was agreed to defer making a comment until a site meeting has been held at 

                  Blackerton.
                  62412 Construction of a clear span agricultural building for rearing young 
                  poultry. Hillands, East Anstey. Applicant: Mr L Chappell.
                  Comment: East Anstey Parish Council support the granting of approval.
                  62510 Variation of condition 3 (building use restrictions) and 4 (room use 

                  restrictions) to allow use of Alder Cottage and part of Blackerton House as 4 
                  units of self-contained accommodation (2 open market and 2 affordable), to 
                  incorporate parts of the approved training centre into an extension of the main 
                  dwelling at Blackerton House, to use parts of the training centre and community 
                  use space as a holiday letting unit, variation of conditions 6 (car parking) to 
                  remove reference to a training centre and variations to conditions 7 & 8 to limit 
                  use of remaining community space to reflect level of of on site car parking, all 
                  conditions were previously attached to planning permission 60066 (57599). 
                  Blackerton House Lane to Care Blackerton, East Anstey. Applicant: Emma 
                  Ward.
                  It was agreed to defer making a comment until a site meeting has been held at 

                  Blackerton.
                  b) To note any decisions made on planning applications by NDC. There 

                  were no decisions.     

                  c) Any other planning matters. There were no other planning matters.
133/02/17. Highways
a) To note, for reporting to DCC/SCC, any highways problems and to note 
works that have been carried out. Cllr Yabsley was thanked for supporting the Parish Council’s efforts to get the surface of the road between Tuckers Moor Cross and Countiesmeet repaired. The work was carried out in January.
There is a temporary road closure planned on the road from Bussells Moor Cross and Smallacombe Bridge between 21st February and 24th February for patching works. There will be a temporary road closure on the road from Barton Cross to Hawkwell Cross next week to lay a duct in the carriageway.
                  b) Any other highways issues. No other highways issues.
134/02/17. To receive the following reports:

a) District Cllr. Cllr Ley reported NDC’s share of the council tax would be 
increasing. This will be the first significant increase for several years. He noted the potential for the Parish Council to obtain funding from the Batsworthy Cross Wind Farm Community Fund in the future. The Community Fund for the wind turbines at Fullabrook has more funding than there are applications for and he forecast the same would happen with Batsworthy. He suggested the planned memorial could be part of a bigger project. The company running theatres in Barnstaple and Ilfracombe has gone into administration. NDC owns the theatres and leases them out. Once the administrators return the keys to NDC the future of the theatres can be decided. There is a consultation on the future of North Devon Hospital and a decision on its future will be made soon.
b) County Cllr. Cllr Yabsley said the figure for the annual maintenance budget 
is £33million and not £13million as quoted in the December 2016 minutes. Cllr Yabsley encouraged everyone to report potholes. He reported on the Government’s proposed new funding formula for schools which will result in small secondary schools in Devon losing funding. He felt Devon MP’s would not support the proposal. Due to a £4.3million deficit in its Education High Needs Funding Block DCC has made the decision to take £33/pupil from every schools funding for 2 years.
                  c) Police. No report.
Cllr Yabsley left the meeting.
135/02/17. Finance: to approve invoices for payment. It was resolved to make the 

               following payment: 

               Mrs J Larcombe - £111.62 Clerk’s salary and expenses (Chq no 249)
136/02/17. Play Area
                  a) Any points to note from the weekly inspections. Cllr Vigus has carried 

                  out the inspections since the last meeting and will give the inspection sheets to 
                  the Clerk.
                  b) To agree who will carry out inspections for the next month. Cllr Mrs 

                  Warne will carry out the inspections for the next month.
c) Any other matters arising. There were no other matters arising.
137/02/17. To discuss how Robert Blake and Peter Wood will be commemorated in 
                  the parish. It was decided to defer this item to the March meeting as only half 

                  of the Parish Council was present.
138/02/17. Update on the installation of the defibrillator. Arrangements are being 

                  made for the defibrillator to be installed. Cllr Mrs Warne will be the 

                  co-ordinator. Once it is installed a community awareness training session will 

                  be arranged. There was a discussion on the best way to make people aware 
                  of the code to unlock the defibrillator. Suggestions included fridge magnets, 

                  key rings and entering the code as a contact on mobile phones.
  139/02/17. Update on possible recommendation for someone under thirty years old 
                    to fill the vacancy on the Batsworthy Cross Wind Farm Community Fund 
                    Grants Panel. No update.
  140/02/17. Devon Air Ambulance; Cllr Barber to report on site meeting to discuss 
                    night landing sites. It was decided to defer this item to the March meeting as 

                    Cllr Barber was unable to be present. The Village Green is not big enough for 

                    a night landing site.

  141/02/17. To discuss whether a new community facility is required in the parish. It 

                     was decided to defer this item to the next meeting as only half the Parish 

                     Council was present.
  142/02/17. Matters Brought Forward at the Discretion of the Chairman. There were 

                    no matters brought forward.
                    A member of the public asked why there wasn’t ‘Any Other Business’. The 

                    Clerk explained there should not be an ‘Any Other Business’ item on the 

                    agenda. The member of the public was given to opportunity to remind those 

                    present about three planned social events: the Garden Club Spring Social; the 

                    Pancake Lunch and the Marmalade sale and Coffee Morning.
  143/02/17. Correspondence received by the Parish Council. There was no further 

                    correspondence.
  144/02/17. Date of the next meeting. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th 

                    March.
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