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EAST ANSTEY PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Ian Vigus                                                                         Clerk: Mrs Jill Larcombe

                  Musehill Farm                                                                           6 The Old School

                  Oakford                                                                                           Chapel Street

                  Tiverton                                                                                                    Tiverton
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                  Tel 01398 341256                                                                    Tel 01884 252647  

                                                                                                                     email eastansteypc@yahoo.co.uk
DRAFT MINUTES

These minutes might be subject to slight alteration

The minutes of an Additional Meeting of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 
15th February 2017 at Allways End Methodist Hall at 7.00pm 
Present: Cllr’s I Vigus (Chair), C Gillett, J Griffon, R Milton and Mrs H Warne. 

In attendance: District Cllr E Ley, seventeen members of the public and the Clerk, 

Mrs J Larcombe.
145/02/17. To receive apologies. Apologies were received from Cllr’s D Barber and 

                  R Gibson.
146/02/17. Disclosure of interests. Cllr Mrs Warne declared a personal interest because 

                  her step daughter’s mother lives at Blackerton,
147/02/17. Public Question Time. The Parish Council were thanked for holding a site 

                  meeting at Blackerton.
                  A representative for the Blackerton residents reminded the Parish Council 

                  about their concerns regarding application 62150. Financial viability is not a 

                  planning consideration.

                  The Parish Council were asked to ensure that funding Mrs Ward had received 

                  for facilities for the community hall from the South Molton Town and Parish 

                  Fund was repaid. This is not the responsibility of the Parish Council.
148/02/17. Planning: to agree a recommendation for:

                      62153 Conversion of building to form 2 dwellings and a workshop. The 
                  Classrooms, Blackerton Cross, East Anstey. Applicant: Miss L Moore.
                  Comment: East Anstey Parish Council supports the granting of planning 

                  approval.
           62510 Variation of condition 3 (building use restrictions) and 4 (room use 

           restrictions) to allow use of Alder Cottage and part of Blackerton House as 4 
           units of self-contained accommodation (2 open market and 2 affordable), to 
           incorporate parts of the approved training centre into an extension of the main 
           dwelling at Blackerton House, to use parts of the training centre and community 
           use space as a holiday letting unit, variation of conditions 6 (car parking) to 
           remove reference to a training centre and variations to conditions 7 & 8 to limit 
           use of remaining community space to reflect level of on site car parking, all 
           conditions were previously attached to planning permission 60066 (57599). 
           Blackerton House Lane to Care Blackerton, East Anstey. 
           Applicant: Victoria Ward.
           It was noted the application has been amended and ‘variations to conditions 7 

           & 8 to limit use of remaining community space to reflect level of on site car 

           parking has been removed.
Comment: East Anstey Parish Council has considered application 62510 and taken into account planning policy when trying to agree a response as a consultee. However there is no direct policy guidance.
 
When Blackerton's use as an institution was agreed no thought was given to the future of the site if the use ceased and this site was allowed to grow to a point where it was too valuable to demolish when government policy changed and residents were moved back into the community. In determining the future acceptable policy for the site at the point when institutional use ceased and Care Blackerton was put up for sale it was considered the use of the site had been mainly residential with some commercial and community use and Planning Officers felt this was appropriate for the future use of the site.
 
In planning policy terms Blackerton is an unrecognised settlement. There are a number of issues arising as the site develops alongside the planning consents granted so far. The only access to the site for the growing number of property owners is via a shared private drive. Foul water drainage is a shared sewage treatment plant, managed by the developer, with costs shared among a growing number of property owners on a system that is difficult to regulate as the site develops and use changes. Eventually this will have to be managed by a Residents Association.
 
For the first time in living memory East Anstey Parish Council decided, following a site meeting, that the issues were too complex for it to be able to make a recommendation that would ensure building control and planning compliance and protect the future cohesion of this developing community. The Parish Council has therefore asked its Ward Councillor, Eric Ley, to call the application in for a decision to be made by the Planning Committee. In doing so the Parish Council strongly emphasises that the complexity of the issues cannot be fully recognised without visiting the site and it cannot recommend strongly enough that the Planning Committee should hold a site meeting before they discuss the application and consider the Officer recommendations.
 
The Parish Council recognises that it is very unusual for a Town/Parish Council to ask its Ward Councillor to call an application in without it making a recommendation for the determination of the application and would like to state that it will have no complaint whatever the decision of the Planning Committee.

Further information

Before the meeting Councillors had read correspondence from the Blackerton residents, Mrs Ward (the applicant 52510) and Mrs Brock, a member of the parish and former councillor.
Cllr Ley commented the Parish Council were sitting on the fence because they had not made a recommendation. It was very unusual for a Town or Parish Council to ask their ward councillor to call an application in without giving a guide to whether the Council supported the application or objected.

Mrs Brock said she was shocked and very upset by the Council’s decision because it had supported Mrs Ward’s plans for Blackerton House previously.

Cllr Miss R Warne joined the meeting.
 
149/02/17.Date of the next meeting. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th 
                 March.
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